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Figure 4.6.11	T otal “tied time”, working single mothers with children 0–17 
years old, working married/cohabiting mothers with children  
0–6 years old and 7–17 years old

Figure 4.6.12	T ime spent on paid work, working single mothers with children 
0–17 years old, working married/cohabiting mothers with  
children 0–6 years old and 7–17 years old

Source: Council of European Union16595/08 p, 38–41.

Source: Council of European Union16595/08 p, 38–41.
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Figure 4.6.13	T ime spent on domestic work, working single mothers with 
children 0–17 years old, working married/cohabiting mothers 
with children 0–6 years old and 7–17 years old

Figure 4.6.14	 Employment rate, women, 15–64 years old, 2007

Source: Council of European Union16595/08 p, 38–41.

Source: Eurostat, EU-LFS
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Figure 4.6.15	 Women’s employment rate and gender pay gap, 2005

Source: Employment – Eurostat EU-LFS; gender wage gap Eurostat, ECHP.
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Figure 4.7.1	T he cluster of Member States with higher/lower female repre-
sentation in the single/lower houses of the national/federal  
parliaments 1999, 2003 and 2008

Category/Year	 1999	 2003	 2008

More than 40 %	 Sweden 42.70	 Sweden 45.0	 Sweden 47

			   Finland 41

			   Netherlands 41

More than 30 %	 Denmark 37.40	 Denmark 38.0	 Denmark 38

	 Finland 37.00	 Finland 37.0	 Belgium 37

	 Netherlands 36.00	 Netherlands 35.0	 Spain 35

	 Germany 30.90	 Belgium 33.9	 Germany 33

		  Germany 32.3	 Austria 31

		  Austria 32.0	

More than 20 %	 Austria 27.90	 Spain 28.2	 Portugal 29

	 Belgium 23.30		  Luxembourg 25

	 Spain 22.00		  Lithuania 23

			   Bulgaria 22

			   Estonia 21

			   Italy 21

			   Latvia 21

			   Poland 20

More than 10 %	 United Kingdom 18.40	 Portugal 19.6	 France 19

	 Portugal 17.40	 United Kingdom 18.0	 Slovakia 19

	 Luxembourg 16.70	 Cyprus 16.1	 United Kingdom 19

	 Ireland 12.00	 Ireland 13.2	 Cyprus 16

	 Italy 11.10	 France 12.3	 Czech Republic 16

	 France 10.90		  Greece 16

			   Ireland 13

			   Slovenia 13

			   Hungary 11

			   Romania 10

0–10 %	 Greece 6.60 	 Italy 9.6	 Malta 9

	 Cyprus 5.35	 Greece 9.0	

All countries	 22.2 %	 25.3 %	 24.0 %

Source for 1992–1995 and 1999: Presidency report on “Women in the decision-making process” in the Member 
States and the European Institutions (11829/99). 1999.
Source for 2003: Women in decision-making processes. Conference. Syracuse. 12 September 2003. Update of 
elected indicators on women in political decision-making. 2003. 
Source for 2008: European Commission. DG EMPL. Database on women and men in decision-making. 2009.  
Data collected between 26/05/2008-15/10/2008. 
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Figure 4.7.2	P ortfolios of women ministers in Member State governments (%)

BEIS	 Women ministers	 Women ministers	 Women ministers 
	 1999	 2003	 2008

Basic functions	 24	 28	 19.5

Economic functions	 13	 16	 17.5

Infrastructure	 14	 21	 23.5

Socio-cultural function	 48	 35	 40.5

Source for 1999 and 2003: Review of the implementation by the Member States and the EU institutions of the 
Beijing Platform for Action (EC 9670/08 ADD 1) (Report prepared by the Slovenian Presidency, May 2008). 
Source for 2008: European Commission. DG EMPL. Database on women and men in decision-making. 2009.  
Data collected between 26/05/2008 and 15/10/2008. 
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Figure 4.12.1	 Difference between proportion of 11 year old girls and boys  
respectively who consider themselves ”too fat”

No information from Cyprus. Information exists only for England. Scotland and Wales separately and for Belgium 
(French) and Belgium (Flemish) separately. 

Source: The Girl Child, Report by the Slovenian Presidency, 2008
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Figure 4.12.2	 Difference between proportion of 13 year old girls and boys  
respectively who consider themselves ”too fat”

No information from Cyprus. Information exists only for England. Scotland and Wales separately. and for Belgium 
(French) and Belgium (Flemish) separately. 

Source: The Girl Child, Report by the Slovenian Presidency, 2008
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Figure 4.12.3	 Difference between proportion of 15 year old girls and boys  
respectively who consider themselves ”too fat”

No information from Cyprus. Information exists only for England. Scotland and Wales separately. and for Belgium 
(French) and Belgium (Flemish) separately. 

Source: The Girl Child, Report by the Slovenian Presidency, 2008
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Table 4.12.1	P roportion of 15 year olds dissatisfied with their body weight

	 2001/2002	 2005/2006

	 Girls	 Boys	 Girls	 Boys

Austria	 44.9	 25.9	 50	 31

Bulgaria	 –	 –	 36	 18

Belgium (Fren.)	 54.1	 28.6	 52	 28

Belgium (Flem.)	 54.8	 25.3	 51	 24

Cyprus	 –	 –	 –	 –

Czech Republic	 39.0	 16.3	 39	 16

Denmark	 48.2	 22.8	 44	 20

Estonia	 34.9	 9.4	 32	 14

Finland	 43.3	 19.8	 45	 22

France	 41.8	 20.6	 44	 21

Germany	 51.9	 32.2	 58	 31

Greece	 33.2	 24.0	 36	 24

Hungary	 41.2	 21.1	 40	 18

Ireland	 48.3	 21.4	 45	 22

Italy	 37.1	 18.9	 38	 19

Latvia	 38.8	 10.6	 43	 11

Lithuania	 42.5	 9.0	 40	 12

Luxembourg	 –	 –	 53	 27

Malta	 31.7	 22.7	 32	 17

Netherlands	 50.6	 23.7	 53	 25

Poland	 56.5	 19.3	 54	 19

Portugal	 48.0	 24.1	 47	 26

Romania	 –	 –	 33	 14

Slovakia	 –	 –	 17	 10

Slovenia	 59.9	 24.4	 54	 26

Spain	 49.0	 27.8	 45	 27

Sweden	 41.9	 18.0	 48	 23

UK (England)	 46.4	 24.4	 44	 23

UK (Scotland)	 52.3	 20.6	 48	 25

UK (Wales)	 52.0	 26.5	 47	 26

Source: HBSC 2001/2002 in 9669/08. ADD 1. ANNEX; WHO (2008); in Statistics Sweden (2009b)
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Table 4.12.2	 Difference between 15 year old girls’ and boys’ results in  
mathematics and science. 2006, percentage points

	 Mathematics	 Science

Austria	 –23	 –8

Belgium	 –7	 –1

Czech Republic	 –11	 –5

Denmark	 –10	 –9

Finland	 –12	 3

France	 –6	 –3

Germany	 –20	 –7

Greece	 –5	 11

Hungary	 –10	 –6

Ireland	 –11	 0

Italy	 –17	 –3

Luxembourg	 –17	 –9

Netherlands	 –13	 –7

Poland	 –9	 –3

Portugal	 –15	 –5

Slovak Republic	 –14	 –6

Spain	 –9	 –4

Sweden	 –5	 –1

United Kingdom	 –17	 –10

Bulgaria	 4	 17

Estonia	 –1	 4

Latvia	 –5	 7

Lithuania	 –2	 9

Romania	 –7	 2

Slovenia	 –5	 8

No information from Cyprus or Malta. 

Source: HBSC 2001/2002 in 9669/08. ADD 1. ANNEX; WHO (2008); in Statistics Sweden (2009b)
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Table 4.12.3	T he proportion of girl students in tertiary education in the field 
of science, mathematics and computing and in the field of 
teacher training and education science 2001 and 2006

	 2001	 2006

	 Science, 	 Education	 Science, 	 Education 
	 mathematics.		  mathematics. 
	 computing		  computing

Austria 	 33.3	 71.7	 34	 75

Bulgaria 	 55.1	 76.9	 49	 68

Belgium 	 30.8	 70.2	 32	 73

Cyprus 	 36.0	 90.6	 36	 88

Czech Republic 	 24.0	 71.7	 33	 75

Denmark 	 33.2	 68.5	 33	 71

Estonia 	 38.9	 87.6	 39	 90

EU 27	 39.0	 74.2	 37	 75

Finland 	 41.8	 80.3	 40	 81

France 	 –	 –	 36	 76

Germany 	 32.6	 69.3	 35	 69

Greece 	 –	 –	 –	 –

Hungary 	 31.7	 72.3	 31	 73

Ireland 	 45.1	 82.2	 42	 78

Italy 	 49.6	 84.0	 50	 87

Latvia 	 38.8	 83.3	 31	 85

Lithuania 	 42.0	 79.2	 34	 78

Luxembourg 	 –	 –	 –	 –

Malta 	 31.6	 70.9	 36	 78

Netherlands 	 23.4	 73.9	 16	 74

Poland 	 49.5	 73.6	 37	 73

Portugal 	 49.9	 81.3	 47	 26

Romania 	 59.9	 50.9	 54	 75

Slovakia 	 31.9	 73.8	 36	 75

Slovenia 	 30.8	 80.3	 33	 80

Spain 	 37.2	 76.0	 34	 78

Sweden 	 45.4	 77.3	 43	 76

United Kingdom	 40.0	 70.7	 37	 74

No data available for France, Greece and Luxembourg in 2001, for Greece and Luxembourg in 2006.

Source: Eurostat (Statistics Sweden 2009b)



The official document adopted by the Fourth World Conference on Women in 
Beijing 1995 is called the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action for Equality, 
Development and Peace (PfA).The PfA is an agenda for women’s empowerment 
that reaffirms the fundamental principle whereby the human rights of women 
and the girl child are an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of universal 
human rights. As an agenda for action, the platform seeks to promote and  
protect the full enjoyment of all human rights and the fundamental freedoms  
of all women throughout their life cycle.

This report Beijing + 15: The Platform for Action and the European Union is the 
third review of development at the EU-level in relation to the 12 critical areas  
of concern of the PfA, building on the follow-up by the EU in 2000 and on the 
report from the Luxembourg Presidency in 2005. The report is based on the 
Council Conclusions on the follow-up of the Beijing PfA since 2005 and on 
information provided by the Member States in their answers to the UNECE 
questionnaire sent out in January 2009. The report has been realised under the 
supervision of  the Ministry for Integration and Gender Equality in Sweden  
and Director Marianne Laxén has been responsible for its compilation.
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